ANNOUNCEMENT
Regarding Viet Nam Innovation Startup Festival 2024
(TECHFEST Viet Nam 2024)

The Viet Nam Innovation Startup Festival (TECHFEST Viet Nam) is an annual event
led by the Ministry of Science and Technology, in collaboration with domestic and
international partners. Over the past nine years, TECHFEST Viet Nam has become
a major event, drawing attention from policymakers, administrators, corporations,
businesses, startup support organizations, and investment funds both locally and
internationally, connecting Viet Nam's innovation startup ecosystem with global
counterparts.

In 2024, the Ministry of Science and Technology, in partnership with the People’s
Committee of Hai Phong City, will organize TECHFEST Viet Nam under the theme
“Aecelerating Viet Nam's innovation Startup Ecosystem Together” This series of
events will take place over three days, from 26" to 28" November 2024, at the
Pullman Hotel, 12 Tran Phu Street, Ngo Quyen District, Hai Phong City. Activities
will include the Opening Ceremony, a High-Level Policy Dialogue Forum, an
Innovation Startup Product and Service Exhibition, specialized workshops on
ecosystem development, Investment Matching sessions, and the Viet Nam

Innovation Startup Talent Competition (detailed program attached).

TECHFEST Viet Nam 2024 offers a unique opportunity for agencies, organizations,
and individuals to engage with senior leaders of Viet Nam, policymakers, and
administrators to learn about regulatory frameworks and investment opportunities in
Viet Nam. The event is also an opportunity to meet Vietnamese and international
businesses in Viet Nam, connect with startup organizations, explore collaboration
and investment opportunities, seek resources and partners to advance national and
international initiatives, and showcase technologies, products, and services with
potential investment and business opportunities in Viet Nam.

For more details, please visit hitps://www.techfest.vn or contact Mr. Tu Minh Hieu
at the National Agency for Technology Entrepreneurship and Commercialization
Development, Ministry of Science and Technology, by phone at +84 917 041 985 or
via email at tmhieu@most.gov.vn.

The Ministry of Science and Technology respectfully invites interested
agencies, organizations, and individuals to participate in TECHFEST Viet Nam
2024's activities.



RO KHOA HOC VA CONG NGHE CQNG HOA XA HQI CHU NGHIA VIET NAM
Poc ldp - Tw do - Hanh phic

Ha Néi, ngay 01 thdng 11 ndm 2024

THONG BAO
V& Ngay héi khéi nghiép sang tao Viét Nam nim 2024
(TECHFEST Viét Nam 2024)

Ngay hoi khéi nghiép sang tao Viét Nam (TECHFEST) la sy kién thudng
nién do Bo Khoa hoc va Céng nghé chi tri, phdi hop cling cac déi tac trong va
ngoai nudc t§ chic. Sau 09 nim t5 chirc, TECHFEST Viét Nam da tré thanh mét
su kién quan trong, thu hit sy quan tdm ctia cdc co quan ban hanh chinh sach, nha
quan ly, tap doan, doanh nghiép, t3 chirc h8 tro khéi nghiép séng tao, quf dau tu
trong nude va quic té ... qua d6 két ndi hé sinh thai KNST Viét Nam véi céc hé
sinh thai KNST cuia cac qubc gia trén toan cu.

Nam 2024, B4 Khoa hoc va Céng nghé phéi hop v6i Uy ban nhén dan thanh
phé Hai Phong t8 chitc TECHFEST Viét Nam véi tinh thin “Chung tay phdt
trién hé sinh thdi khéi nghiép sdng tao Viét Nam”. Chudi sy kién dién ra trong
03 ngay (tir ngdy 26-28 thang 11 nam 2024) tai Khach san Pullman, s6 12 Tran
Phu, quan Ngo Quyén, thanh phé Hai Phong vai nhiéu hoat dong, gé‘)m: Lé& khai
mac TECHFEST 2024, Di2n dan dbi thoai chinh sach cdp cao, Trién 13m céc san

~ phAm/dich vu KNST, Chudi héi théao chuyén sau vé phét trién hé sinh thai khoi
nghiép sang tao, Két ndi dau tu, Cude thi Tim kiém tai nang KNST Viét Nam...
(Chuwong trinh cu thé kém theo).

Su kién TECHFEST Viét Nam 2024 1a co hdi dé céc co quan, td chirc, ca
nhén gip g& Lanh dao cp cao ciia Viét Nam, co quan ban hanh chinh séch, nha
quan 1y dé tim hiéu v& co ché, chinh sach ciing nhu co hdi dau tu vao Viét Nam;
gip g& céc cac doanh nghiép Viét Nam, nudc ngoai dang hoat dong tai Viét Nam,
céc tb chiic, c4 nhan KNST & Viét Nam dé tim kiém co héi hop tac, dau tu; két ndi
tim kiém ngudn luc, déi tac d8 trién khai cic séng kién vé thic ddy hé sinh théi

- KNST trong va ngoai nudc; va gioi thi€u cong nghé, san pham, dich vy, tim kiém
co hdi dau tu, kinh doanh tai Viét Nam.

Théng tin chi tiét tham khao tai website: https://www.techfest.vn ho3c lién
hé véi Ong Tir Minh Hiéu, Cuc Phat trién thi trudng va doanh nghiép KH&CN,
B9 Khoa hoc va Cong nghé, dién thoai: 0917041985, email: tmhieu@most.gov.vn.

Bd Khoa hoc va Cong nghé trén trong thong bao dén céc co quan, t6 chirc, ca
nhan quan tdm tham dy cac hoat dong cua chudi su kién TECHFEST Viét Nam
2024./.




AGENDA
TECHFEST VIETNAM 2024
Date: November 26-28. 2024
Location: 5" Floor. Pullman Hai Phong Grand Hotel, 12 Tran Phu. Hai Phong City.
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DETAILED EVENT SCHEDULE

1. National TECHFEST 2024 Opening Ceremony

Time: 13:00 — 17:00, November 27, 2024

Location: 5F Main hall, Pullman Hai Phong Grand Hotel, 12 Tran Phu., Hai
Phong City.

Participants: Leaders of the Party, Government, Committees. Ministries.
sectors, local authorities, and socio-political organizations; Leaders of international
organizations and embassies; Heads of institutes and universities; Innovation startup
community; Investors; Startup support organizations; Innovative and science-
technology enterprises; Leaders of corporations and business associations.

Purpose and significance:

- Affirm the government’s strong commitment to developing Vietnam's
innovation startup ecosystem.

- Honor the development journey of the startup ecosystem through each stage.

- Inspire, guide, and provide strategic direction for the next phase, enhancing
international competitiveness.

- Promote international collaboration, encouraging partners and investors
worldwide to explore partnership opportunities with Vietnam, thereby strengthening
the ecosystem.

Program Content

13:00 Welcoming Delegates

13:30 Exhibition Tour

14:00 Opening and Introduction of Delegates

14:10 Opening speech by the Minister of Science and Technology of
Vietnam

14:15 Welcoming speech by the Chairman of the People’s Committee

of Hai Phong City

14:20 Summary video of 10-year journey of the national TECHFEST



14:30

16:15
16:30
17:00

Forum “Accelerating the innovation startup ecosystem together”
(Pane] discussion with representatives from ministries, sectors,
Jocalities, and socio-political organizations)

Forum “Vietnam’s innovation startup ecosystem connecting and
integrating globally” (Panel discussion with domestic and
international investment funds, enterprises, and innovation
startup support organizations)

Honors and Awards Ceremony
Keynote speech by the Prime Minister of Vietnam

Closing




2. National policy forum on innovative startup

Topic: Unclock resources to connect and develop innovation startup support
center.

Main message: From local to global

Time: 13:30 - 17:00, November 26, 2024.

Location: 5F Main hall, Pullman Hai Phong Grand Hotel, 12 Tran Phu, Hai
Phong City.

Participants: Representatives of Leaders from Ministries, sectors. local
authorities, and socio-political organizations; Institutes and universities; Innovation
slartup community; Investors; Startup support organizations; Innovation and science-
technology enterprises; Corporations and Business associations.

Purpose and significance:

- Discuss and share experiences from countries with similar innovation startup
€cosystems or models that could he applied to Vietnam.

- Identify the unique challenges local areas face in developing innovation
startup ecosystems and explore Ways to turn these challenges into opportunities.

- Propose solutions for domestic and international cooperation to help local
innovation startup ecosystems leverage international resources. aiming to establish
strategic partnerships and sustainab]e development.

Program Content

13:30 Welcoming Delegates

14:00 Opening and Introduction of Delegates

14:05 Opening speech

14:10 Welcoming speech

14:15 Session 1: Leveraging local strengths to develop the innovation

startup ecosystem

- Report on international experiences in creating tailored
policies that leverage local strengths to develop the
innovation startup ecosystein.



16:40

16:50

_ Roundtable discussion with the participation of international
experts and leaders from provincial Departments of Science
and Technology.

Break

Session 2: Multilateral cooperation — Pathway to global reach

- Report on the current development and role of innovation
startup centers.

_ Roundtable discussion with the participation of experts and
leaders from domestic and international innovation startup
centers.

Signing of Memorandum of Understanding

Closing speech from Leader of the Ministry of Science and
Technology




3. Final round of The National Innovation Technopreneur Contest

Time: 13:00 — 17:00, November 26, 2024

Location: 5F Main hall, Pullman Hai Phong Grand Hotel, 12 Tran Phu, Hai
Phong City.

Participants: Representatives of Leaders from the Ministry of Science and
Technology and the Department of Science and Technology of localities: Institutes
and universities; Innovation startup communities in various technology fields:
Investors; Domestic and international startup support organizations.

Purpose and significance:

- Identify and support innovative Vietnamese startups, both domestically and
abroad, in their efforts to apply science, technology, and creativity.

- Honor initiatives that address business and societal challenges.

Program Content
13:30 Welcoming Delegates
14:00 Opening and Inroduction of Delegates
14:05 Opening speech
14:10 Welcoming speech
14:15 Video on the Journey of the Competition to the Final round
14:25 Information of Final round rules & support prize packages
14:30 Pitching session of the Top 10 National Finalists

10 Startup Projects/Enterprises will present:

- Product Introduction Video (30 seconds)

- Pitching (4 minutes 30 seconds)

- O&A with the Judges and Technology Advisors (3 minutes)

16:10 Honors, Appreciation and Awards ceremony

16:30 Closing speech for the Final Competition 2024




4. Inaugurating the exhibition of innovative startup products/services

Time: 13:00 - 14:30, November 26, 2024.

Location: 5F Main hall, Pullman Hai Phong Grand Hotel, 12 Tran Phu, Hai
Phong City.

Participants: Representatives of Leaders from the Ministry of Science and
Technology and the People’s Committee of Hai Phong City: Central and local
government agencies, socio-political organizations; Associations, institutes, and
Universities; Innovation and science and technology enterprises, Corporations, and
Sponsors.

Purpose and significance:

- Showcase the products, technological solutions, and achievements of startups
both domestically and internationally. affirming the potential of Vietnam's innovative
startup ecosystem.

_ Serve as a bridge for startups to expand their networks, seek collaboration
opportunities, attract international investments and support, and integrate globally in
the field.

Program Content

13:00  Welcoming Delegates
13:30  Performance
13:45  Opening and introduction of Delegates
Welcoming speech
13:55
Deputy Minister of Science and Technology
Appreciation speech from participating exhibitor
14:05
Exhibiting company

Awarding commemorative plaques to main sponsors

14:10  Deputy Minister of Science and Technology/Vice Chairman of the City
People’s Committee

Ribbon-cutting
14:20
Exhibition tour and workshop participation




S. Innovation startup investment forum (VC Stage)

Time: 08:30 - 12:00, November 27,2024.

Location: Sapa room, Pullman Haj Phong Grand Hotel, 12 Tran Phu. Hai
Phong City.

Participants: Representatives from government regulatory agencies, Support
organizations providing investment connection services for startups; Organizations
and investment funds; Innovation and science and technology enterprises; and
Domestic and International experts.

Purpose and significance:

- Increase awareness of the essential role of incubators and startup support
centers in fostering the growth of startup enterprises.

Provide insights on global trends and strategic areas in startup investment.
along with perspectives shared by reputable domestic and international investment
funds.

Discuss the investment strategies of both domestic and international funds
engaging in the Vietnamese market, as well as programs designed to enhance the
capabilities of startups.

Explore practical activities to strengthen collaboration and support between
investment funds and startup support organizations and centers.

Program Content

08:30  Welcoming Delegates
09:00  Opening and Introduction of Delegates
09:05  Opening speech

Presentation 1: The role of support organizations/startup networks in
09:15  developing innovative startups

Ms. Jen Vuhuong — S-growth Innovation Coaching

Presentation 2: Experiences in collaboration and capacity building in
09:30 incubators and accelerators to promote innovative startups in Singapore

Mr. James Tan - Quest Ventures



09:45

10:00

10:15

10:30

11:30

Presentation 3: The involvement of international VC funds in Vietnam
and proposals for collaboration with government management units to
support innovative startups

M. Erik Jonsson - Antler

Presentation 4: Experiences in implementing startup support programs
at business promotion organizations

Myr. Hyunmyung Timothy Dho — Impact Square
Tea break

Discussion: Collaboration between VC funds and startup suppport
centers, incubators, and accelerators to enhance the quality of innovative
startups in Vietnam

Program summary and closing




6. Seminar on Promoting the development of Haj Phong’s innovative startup
ecosystem to become a leading regional hub for international connectivity

Time: 08:00 — 12:00, November 28,2024

Location: 5F Main hall, Pullman Haj Phong Grand Hotel, 12 Tran Phu. Haj
Phong City.

Participants: Representatives of Leaders from the Ministry of Science and
Technology and the Department of Science and Technology of localities; Embassies
from several countries; Institutes and Universities; Innovation startup support
organizations and local startup support centers; International investment funds:
Innovation and science and technology enterprises; and Media agencies.

Purpose and significance:

- Discuss issues related to promoting the development of the Hai Phong
innovative startup ecosystem as a significant international regional hub: Assess the
current state of the Hai Phong innovation startup ecosystem, highlight national and
local cases; share experiences in building networks, supporting startups, and
developing ecosystems both abroad and in Vietnam, along with lessons learned for
Hai Phong City...

- Lessons, outline directions, and establish connections with partners to
enhance the development of the Haj Phong innovative startup ecosystem as a notable
international regional hub, striving to position Hai Phong among the top 100
emerging startup ecosystems globally in the future.

Program Content

08:30 Welcoming Delegates

09:00 Opening and Introduction of Delegates
09:05 Opening speech

09:15 Welcoming speech

09:30 Report: The current state of socioeconomic development and
’ requirements for science and technology-innovation activities

Presentation: The local innovation startup ecosystem — a key link in the

09:45 ; ! -
national innovation startup ecosystem



10:00

10:15

10:30

10:45

11:30

Presentation: The current situation and development directions for the
innovation startup ecosystem in Hai Phong City

Presentation: Experiences in developing and connecting the components
of the innovation startup ecosystem in Ho Chi Minh City

Presentation: Experiences in promoting the development of the Block 71
innovation startup ecosystem in Singapore

Open discussion: Proposals for solutions and initiatives to enhance
capabilities and promote the development of the Hai Phong innovative
startup ecosystem as a notable international regional hub

Conclusion — Closing




7. Seminar on Leveraging resources from dual transformation

Time & Date: 08:30 - 12:00, November 26, 2024.

Location: Ha Long room, Pullman Hai Phong Grand Hotel, 12 Tran Phu, Hai
Phong City.

Participants: Representatives of Leaders from the Ministry of Science and
Technology: Corporations, Institutes, and Universities; Innovative startups: and
Media agencies.

Purpose and significance:

- Explore how dual transformation (digital transformation and green
transformation) generates new resources and opportunities for innovative startups.

- Discuss ways to overcome challenges and maximize opportunities from the
dual transformation trend, with a focus on sustainable development and enhancing
the national innovation startup ecosystem's competitive advantage.

- Showcease successful examples in green and digital transformation to inspire
and guide Vietnamese innovative startups.

Program Content

08:00 Welcoming Delegates

08:30 Opening and Introduction of Delegates

08:35 Opening speech

08:40 Welcoming speech

08:45 Report: How is the world transforming?

09:00 Presentation: Challenges of digital transformation and dual
: transformation

09:15 Presentation: The journey to finding a “Green Passport — Net Zero™
' for innovative startups

09:30 Presentation: How has Unilever Vietnam successfully applied and

achieved dual transformation?



09:45

10:15

11:45

Tea break, networking

Discussion: Implementing Digital Transformation
Transformation from  strategic perspectives  to

implementation

Summary speech and closing.

Green
practical



8. Seminar on Attracting resources to nurture future unicorns in the logistics
sector

Time: 13:00 - 17:00, November 26, 2024,

Location: Ha Long room, Pullman Haj Phong Grand Hotel, 12 Tran Phu, Hai
Phong City.

Participants: Representatives of Leaders from the Ministry of Science and
Technology; Business associations; Institutes and universities; Corporations:
Innovation startup support centers; and Media agencies.

Purpose and significance:

- Discuss the growth potential of innovative startups in advancing Vietnam's
logistics sector within the global supply chain. ;

- Explore the benefits of collaboration between large corporations and
innovative startups to optimize resources and foster partnerships in the logistics
sector.

- Examine multi-sector investment models that create growth opportunities for
logistics startups, positioning the sector as a cornerstone of the economy.

Program Content

13:00 Welcoming guets, check in

13:30 Opening and Introduction of Delegates

13:45 Opening speech by the presentative from Ministry of Science and
) Technology

14:00 Report: National strategy for logistics development and the role of
’ startups in the global supply chain.

14:15 Presentation: Lessons from developed countries on developing

logistics startups and building a global ecosystem.

Presentation: Collaboration between large corporations and startups
14:40 in the supply chain - How to optimize resources and achieve
breakthroughs?



15:30

17:00

Teabreak & networking

Presentation: ~Multidisciplinary and  cross-sector investment
ecosystem model in logistics - Opportunities for startups.

Discussion: Creating a favorable environment for logistics to become
a key industry in Vietnam.

Concluding speech and closing




9. Conference for Connecting domestics and international investors

Time: 13:00 - 17:00, November 26,2024,

Location: Sapa room, Pullman Hai Phong Grand Hotel, 12 Tran Phu, Hai
Phong City.

Participants: Representatives of Leaders from the Ministry of Science and
Technology; Investment funds; Support organizations, Institutes, Universities, and
Corporations; and Innovative startups and science and technology enterprises.

Purpose and significance:

- Provide deeper connections between startups across various sectors
internationally and VC investors in Vietnam.

- Help startups access resources not only in terms of finance from experienced
investment funds but also to offer diverse investment opportunities for investors.

Structure:

- Live pitching by startups

- Each startup has 7 minutes for presentation and 3 minutes for Q&A with
investors and experts in the field.

Program Content

13:30 Welcoming Delegates

14:00 Opening and Introduction of Delegates
14:05 Opening speech

14:10 Welcoming speech

14:15 Pitching session

16:10 Networking

16:30 Awards ceremony and closing.




10. Forum on Vietnam-Australia business cooperation and innovation

Time: 08:30 - 12:00, November 27, 2024.

Location: Ha Long room, Pullman Hai Phong Grand Hotel, 12 Tran Phu, Hai
Phong City.

Participants: Representatives of Leaders from the Ministry of Science and
Technology; Austrade; Research institutes and Universities; Australian technology
companies in the fields of IT, cybersecurity, and agricultural technology; Vietnamese
businesses. Industries, and Business associations; Industry experts; Venture Capital
funds: and Vietnamese innovative startups.

Purpose and significance:

- Strengthen the bilateral partnership between Australia and Vietnam in the
field of innovation and startups, particularly in the sustainable digital transformation
of both countries.

_ Introduce Vietnamese innovative startups to Australia's high-tech fields such
as IT, cybersecurity, and agricultural technology, promoting collaborative activities
and technology transfer.

. Create a connecting platform to foster partnerships that contribute to
Vietnam's digital transformation goals through Australian technology and solutions.

Program Content

09:00 Opening and Introduction of Delegates
Opening speech

Mr. Jonathan Saw — Trade and Investment Counsellor, Vietnam and

00:10 Cambodia

Mr. Pham Hong Quat — Director General, National Agency for

Technology Entrepreneurship and Commercialization Development
(NATEC)

Australia-Vietnam Trade Cooperation in Technology

09:30 Mr. Howard Silby - CEO, National Australia Bank (NAB) Innovation
Center in Vietnam



09:45

10:45

11:15

Strengthening Australia-Vietnam Business Partnerships to
Enhance Growth and Competitiveness

Moderator: Ms. Kim Nguyen — Manager of Catalyst Incubator &
Founder of Global Ideas Lab

Panelists:
Dr. Lyndal Hugo — Co-founder, Orlar

Mr. Howard Silby — General Director, NAB Innovation Center in
Vietnam

Representative from NATEC/NSSC
Representative from FPT Corporation

Showcasing Australia’s Technological Capabilities in IT,
Cybersecurity, and Agriculture

Australian companies will present on stage for 2-3 minutes.

Networking session



11. Vietnam Fintech Summit

Time: 08:30 - 12:00, November 26, 2024.

Location: Sapa room, Pullman Hai Phong Grand Hotel, 12 Tran Phu, Hai
Phong City.

Participants: Representatives of Leaders from the Ministry of Science and
Technology: Institutes and universities; Supporting organizations and associations;
Businesses and investment funds; Media agencies; and the Innovation startup
community.

Purpose and significance:

_ Provide an overview of the Fintech landscape in Vietnam and the region.

- Create a forum for discussing the growth drivers of Fintech in Vietnam,
emphasizing user-centric financial technology and the potential application of
artificial intelligence in the financial sector.

_ Enhance connections between innovative startups in the Fintech field.
financial institutions, and regulatory agencies to promote collaboration in this area.

Program Content

08:00 Welcoming Delegates

08:30 Opening and Introduction of Delegates
08:35 Opening speech

08:40 Welcoming speech

Presentation: Overview of the Fintech ecosystem in the region and

08:45 . i
Vietnam — Open Banking trends
09:05 Discussion: Growth drivers for Fintech in the region and the role of
) Open Banking
00:45 Presentation: Application of financial technology in payments in
i Singapore and internationally — Lessons for Vietnam
10:05 Discussion: Financial technology focused on end-users

10:45 Presentation: Application of Al in the financial sector



Discussion: 1Is Al truly intelligent? The story of GenAl and
11:05 :
Conversational Al

11:45 Closing




